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Team Introductions

Developer: Invenergy

Largest privately held renewable energy 

developer in North America

Developed 16 energy projects in Illinois

Å Blooming Grove Wind Project (2020)

ÅWhite Oak Wind Project (2011)

Applicant: Sapphire Sky Wind Energy LLC

Project Team

Greg Vander Kamp ïProject Developer

Jim Griffin ïLead Counsel

Joe Brunner ïProject Engineer

Andrea GiampoliïDirector, Environmental Compliance

Consulting Team

Mike HankardïHankard Environmental & Acoustical Consultants

Dr. David Loomis ïStrategic Economic Research LLC

JoAnne BlankïStantec, Shadow Analysis Consultant

Michael MaRousïGeneral Certified Appraiser, MaRous & Company

Wind

Solar

Storage

Natural Gas



11 wind projects
totaling 1,516 megawatts

2 solar projects
totaling 270 megawatts

443,000 American homes
powered through electricity generated

3 storage projects
totaling 36 megawatts

Annual donations
to local education, emergency & veteran 

services, and environmental stewardship

Wind

Solar

Storage

Natural Gas

6 Illinois counties
including Clay, Henry, LaSalle, Lee, McLean and 

Vermilion Counties

1,000 + employees
including our Chicago headquarters and 

operations & maintenance full-time staff

$4.7 million
invested annually in local taxes

$20million
in annual landowner payments

$6.2 million
paid in annual wages and benefits

1 natural gas project
totaling 600 megawatts

HQ

Invenergy in 
Illinois
16 Projects | 2,422 Megawatts



Why Wind in McLean County?

Å Excellent wind resource, flat agricultural landscape, and proximity to large load centers

Å Top wind energy producing County in the state of Illinois

Å Since 2007, McLean County has received $59,000,000 in total property tax collections from 

wind projects (excludes Blooming Grove tax revenue which is taxable in 2021)

Å Landowners see significant economic benefit of participating in a wind project while continuing 

to farm

Sapphire Sky

Å 131 landowners participating

Å 14,000 acres involved

4



5

Sapphire Sky 
Project Site Plan



Turbine Specifications & 
Engineering Certification

Å 64 Turbines in Project

Å Two turbine types:

o Vestas V150-4.2

o Vestas V136-3.6

Å Received Design Evaluation Conformity 

Statements (DECS) for both models
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FAA & Airspace Compliance

Å The Project received "Determinations of No 

Hazard" (DNH) from the FAA for all 89 turbine 

locations included in the SUP Application

Å Each DNH contains the following language:

ñThis aeronautical study revealed that the structure would 

have no substantial adverse effect on the safe and 

efficient utilization of the navigable airspace by aircraft or 

on the operation of air navigation facilities."

7White Oak Wind Project in McLean County


